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Italian Program on Twitter



Practical tips



1. Tweets as a graded assignment
M250: “During this semester you will have to post several tweets 
about theme discussed in class. These tweets provide you with the 
chance to explore a more vibrant and updated side of our class 
materials and help you be in contact with a bigger Italian 
community. Tweets are graded based on completion: as long as 
you post and answer at least one of your classmates you will 
receive full credit. They are worth 5% of your final grade.”

M300: “Every week you will post a tweet concerning a cultural issue 
discussed during the week. Your instructor will give you more 
detailed instructions that you will find on Canvas. Unlike the 
paragraphs, tweets require creativity in terms of cultural content, 
as you will have to post images and videos too. You will submit 
your tweet on Wednesday by 11.59pm. You will have access to all 
your classmates’ entries and are required to comment at least once 
a week. The total of 15 tweets represent 4.5% of your final grade”.



• On Canvas, I created the Assignment “Tweets”, so 
that they always know when Tweets are due



2. Be specific about the 
topic of the Tweet



3. Learn how to use @ 
(mention) and # (hashtag)



How mention and hashtags work



4. Acknowledge your student’s 
work: like or comment to their 

posts



Why should we use it?

• it’s fun to correct!
• Students practice creative writing
• Students practice culture and engage with 
authentic and current material
• Students practice interpersonal 
communication à they comment each 
other’s posts
• Students practice cross-cultural 
communication à they re-tweet  
and re-post











it’s your turn

1. Think about two cultural topics in your 
syllabus

2. Create detailed and clear instructions 
3. Don’t forget @ and # (you can create one for 

your program!)
4. Have fun. Twitter will let you know a lot 

more about your students!


